University Grants Commission
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg
New Delhi-110 002 o K7 =
LS03 ~ 27668
F. No. UGC/DEB/ 2013
Dated 14.10.2013

The Registrar/Director

Of all the Indian Universities
(Deemed, State, Central Universitics/
Institutions of National importance)

Subject: Equivalence of Degrees awarded by  Open and Distance Learning
(ODL) Institutions at par with Conventional Universities/ Institutions

Sir/ Madam,

There are a number of Open and Distance Learning Institutions (ODLIs) in
the country offering Degree/ Diploma/Certificate programmes through the mode of
non formal education. These comprise Open Universities, Distance Education
Institutions (either single mode or dual mode) of Central Universities, State
Universities, Deemed to be Universities, Institutions of National Importance or any
other Institution of Higher learning recognized by Central/State/Statutory
Council/Societies registered under the Society Registration Act 1860.

2 A circular was earlier issued vide UGC letter F1 No- 52/2000(CPP-II)
dated May 05, 2004 (copy enclosed) mentioning that Degrees/Diplomas /
Certificates/ awarded by the Open Universities in conformity with the UGC
notification of degrees be treated as equivalent to corresponding awards of the
traditional Universities in the country.

3. Attention is also invited to UGC circular No F1-25/93(CPP-1I) dated 28"
July 1993 (copy enclosed) for recognition of degrees and diplomas as well as
transfer of credit for courses successfully completed by students between the two
types of universities so that the mobility of students from Open University stream
to traditional universities/ institutions is ensured without any difficulty.




4. The Government of India, in exercise of its power conferred under section 20(1)
of UGC Act 1956, issued directions dated 29" December 2012 entrusting UGC with
the responsibility of regulating higher education programme in open and distance
learning (ODL) mode. Consequently, Universities/ Institutions desirous of offering
any programme through distance mode would require recognition of UGC.

5. As you are aware, the Government of India has envisaged a greater role for the
Open and the Distance Education System. The envisioned role may be fulfilled by
recognizing and treating the Degrees / Diplomas/ Certificates  awarded through
distance mode at par with the degrees obtained through the formal system of education.
Open and Distance Education System in the country is contributing a lot in expansion
of Higher Education and for achieving target of GER, without compromising on
quality. Non recognition/ non equivalence of degrees of ODL institutions for the
purpose of promotion/ employment and pursuing higher education may prove a
deterrent to many learners and will ultimately defeat the purpose of Open and
Distance Education.

6.  Accordingly, the Degrees/ Diplomas/ Certificates awarded for programmes
conducted by the ODL institutions, recognized by DEC (erstwhile) and UGC, in
conformity with UGC Notification on specification of Degrees should be treated as
equivalent to the corresponding awards of the Degree/Diploma/Certificate of the
traditional Universities/ institutions in the country.

(Vikram $amay)4 Mo
Director(Admn)

Tel: 011 2323 0405
Email: vikramsahay7(@gmail.com

Encl: As above

Copy to:

I. Secretary, Government of India, Ministry of Human Resource Development,
Department of Higher Education, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi-110 001.

2. Secretary, All Indian Council for Technical Education, 7" Floor, Chandra Lok
Building, Janpath, New Delhi.

3. Secretary, Association of Indian Universities, AIU House, 16 Comrade Indrajit
Gupta Marg (Kotla Marg), New Delhi-110002.
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F1-52/2000(CPP-II) April, 2004

_ 5 MAY 2004

The Registrar/Director

of all the Indian Universities

(Deemed, State, Central Universities/
Institutions of National importance) 3

I

Subject: .:_;;.Rgéq'q‘hition-of Dearess awarded by Open Universities.

Sir/Madam,
Thére:are a nufiiber of open Universities in the country offering venuus
degrees/diploma through the mode of ron-formal _education. The Upen
Universities. have been esteblished in the country by.an Act of Parliament or
State Legislature in accordance with ine provisions cantained.in Sectinn 7(f) nf
University. Grants Commission Acl, 1956. These universities are, thererore.
empowered to award degrees in terms of Section 22(1) of the UGC Act, 1950

A circular was earlier issued vide UGC letter N.F.1-8/92(CPP) dated
February, 1992 mentioning that the Certificate, Diplomas and Degrees awarde
by indiia Ganchi Neticazi Open Uiniversity are to be treated equivalent to the
cuilesponding awards of the Universities in the country.

Attention is further invited to UGC circular No.F1-25/93(CPP-ll) datec 2"
July, 1993 (copy enclosed) for recognition of degrees and diplomas as w2+ =%
transfer of credit for courses successiully completed. by students between thz
two types of umiversities so that the mobility of students from Open Univers:ty
stream to traditional Universities is ensured without any. aificulty

The UCC hag sperified the nomenclature of degrees under Secuon 22{2) <
the UGC Act, 1956 to ensure mandalory 1equiréments Vil funumiit: =aae i
academic inputs required fol awarding such fegrees. A Cupy i, s Sk
Notification regarding specification ¢t degrees isswed vids Mo, 1-S2I8T TP
it 161 JANUARY 2004 15 encwsed. The Jelzils are also given in UGG V&S
site www.uac.ac.in
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i May, I'therefore request you to treat the ‘Degrees /Diploma [Certificales awardn 1

by the Open Universities in corformity with the UGC notification on Spemﬁraho;: of
I Degrees as equivalent to the corresponding awards of the traditional Universities in thie

country.
Yours faithiully,
- \.L
,/"i‘)-.-«_!\‘ ,_*-[-
(Dr.[Mrs.JPankaj Mittal)
Joint Secretary
["nc!

As above

. The Sepretary Government of ind:a Mmrstry of Human Resource Development.
Department of Secondary Educauon and Higher Education, Shastri Bhavai. New

Delhi-110001." ,
2. The Secrelary, - AH lnd|a Councul for Technical Education, {.C. Sports Complex,

Indraprastha Estat&, New Delhl 110002.

The Sccretary, A“Soc;auu.. of Irdian Universilies .{AlL 16 Conrade (nderpt f-upts

Marg (Kotla Marg), New Dé&lhi=110002.

4. The Secretary, National Councul for Teacher Edu@‘ation {.G. Stadium, | P. Estate,
New Delhi-1.10002.: RO :

3 The &i ILC;GI' uf DI..:LuI ICGC . Cﬁut.«.. ui: Counuu I(_)N@U \_,arn};us PiciGalt Cacst b, INtans

ey st

b Dalh” 10@88 ToamnmeEn G- ‘::- Iy
6. The Vace—chancel!or indira Géb:udhl Naﬂonai Open University, Maidan Garhi, New
Dethi-110068 :

7. The Vice-chancellor Dr. B.R:: Ambedkar Open University, Reed Nc.46. Jubiicc
Hilis, Hyderabad- 500033(Andhra Pradesh) '

8  The Vice-chancellor Nalanda Open University, West Gandhi Maidari I
800001(Bihar)

a  ha Vire-chancellnr Drf Babasahst Ambeckor Cpon Unhoroty  Thaliced,
Ahmedabad-SBﬂOOB(Gujdrdt)

1U. The Vice-chantellor Karnataka State Open University, Manasagangotri, Mysote-
570006(Karnataka)

11 The Vice-chancellor Yashwant Rao C hdvaﬁ Mﬂharﬂshtru Ocen University, Nasinw

422222(\Manharashtra) =

The Vice-chancellor, Koiaﬂ Oppn Umver‘::ty (Vardhamer‘f Mahaveor, Opon

University), Kcna—3240‘i U{Rajasthan. -

Yol

—\
rS

12. lhe Vicec cheanecllor Nctgji uu.bhash Open University, Kuingiz - 703620 (Vieul
Bengal)

14. The Vice-Chancellor, Madhya Pradesh Bhoj(Open) Universiy, Bhopal-abou16
P )

- R I 14 aad

(VLKL Jaiswal]
Under Secretary
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‘ 1 GRAM'S UNIGRANTS
I ‘ UHVEASITY CRANTS COR
BAHADURS HAH ZAFAR

NEVY DELHI- 110 0.

R.P. Gangurde ) )
Additional Secretary
Tel.No.3319659

DO Na. F.1-26/03(CPF-1]) July, lga3

G B

Dear Vice Chancellor, 2 8 J[}L ]u83
A6 you. are aware, the Open Universities have been

establfshed {n the country by an Act of Parlfament or State
Lagiglature in accordance with the provisions contained in

Section 2(f) of University Grants Commission Act, 195¢.
Thees universities are, therefore, empswered to avard degrees
{n terms; of Section 22 (1) of the UGC Act, 1856.

It has haen brought to the notice of the Comomission that

the students who have done their M.aA, from open
Univecrsities are debarred by unfveraf{tles from registration
for Ph.D. studies, This is most unfair in view of the
lmpartance sttached to the Open Unlversity and distance
learnifng {n Nationa) Pollcy en Edusation, i388. The Frogrecoe
AF Aotian-02 also ains at Promoting the mobllity of studente
among open unfversities and. among the traditiona’
Whivereitias, Thie can be made Possible only when there is 3
workable understanding between open universities ard
traditional universities for Feeognition of eact other's
degrees on reciprocal basig. A Memorandum of Understanding

hae alraady beean slgned between Unifversity of Pondfichercy and
Indira Gandh{ National Open Unfverafty which pravides oy
FRERENiItian aé eanh athar's degrees and diplomas as wel| =<
transfer of credits for courses Successtully completed by
ftudents Letween the two universities., The other unf{versi{ties
may also mske s{milar arrangements so that the ma bility o
atudants trom Upen Unfversity Stream t'o tradlt{onz|
universities {g ensured without any difficulty.

| hapa that your university will make necesgsary efiorts
in this direction and let the Coamission know the progresas,

Vith regards,

Yaurs &lnoaraly,
E—
i
(R P Gangurdel
(__’/
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