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Sub:

Sir/Madam,

I0./I'ay,2024

L

Commission Order on the application submitted online by the Higher Educational
Institution (HEI) for recognition of the prograrnmes to be offered in Open and Distance
[,earning (ODL) mode from academic year 2023-24, academic session beginning
Februar5r, 2024 and, onwards-regarding.

t In exercise of tlle powers conferred by sub-sections (1) and (2) of section 26 read with
clause [) of section 12 of the University Grants Commission Act, 1956 (3 of 1956), the
Universit5r Grants Commission (Open and Distance I-earning Programmes and Online
Programmes) Regulations, 2020 has been notified in the Gazette of India on
4s September, 2O2O. Subsequenfly, the first, second and third amendments in Principal
Regulations have been notified on Ol.O7 .2027, 1A.O7 .2022 and, O2.O5.2O24 respectively
in the Gazette of India.

The eligibility criterion for Higher Educationa-l Institution is enumerated under
Regulation 3 in Part II of the University Grants Commission (Open and Distance
lrarning Programmes and Online Programrnes) Regulations, 2O2O. The Regulation 4
and 5 describe the process of application arrd the approval process for the Open and
Distalce Learning and Online Programmes whereas Regulations 6 describes provisions
of right to appeal by the Higher Educationa-l Institutions aggrieved with the order of the
Commission and Regulations 7 describes the process of withdrawal of Recognition.

The University Grants Commission invited online applications from the eligible Higher
Educational Institutions as per Regulation 3(A) and Regulation 3(B)(b) of UGC (Open
and Distance Learning Programmes and Online Programmes) Regulations, 2O2O and
its amendments for recognition of the programmes under Open and Distance Learning
(ODL) mode and/or Online mode from academic yeat 2023-24, academic sessiotr.
beginning February, 2o24 and onwards vide Public Notice F.No. 1-ll2O23 (DEB-I)
dated sth October, 2023, mentioning therein that the online portal for submitting
applications shall be open upto 31.t October, 2O23. Vardhman Mahaveer Open
University, Rajasthan submitted its application for recognition of the Open and
Distance Learning Programmes.

Application received from Vardhman Mahaveer Open University, Rajasthan has been
scrutinized and defrciency(ies) or defect(s) in application were communicated to the HEI
as per the University Grants Commission (Open and Distance Learning Programmes
and Online Programmes) Regulations, 2O2O atd its amendments with a request to
remove or rectify such deficiency(ies) or defect(s) along with relevant documentary
evidence (if any).
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5 The Vardhmar Mahaveer Open University, Rajasthan was invited for a Virtual
Interface Meeting with the Expert Committee duly constituted by the Hon'b1e Chairman,
UGC on 21* Decembet, 2023.

The Interface Expert Committee, based on the submitted application, compliance to
deficiency(ies) or defect(s) communicated earlier, the presentation made by the Higher
Educational Institution in the Interface Meeting and as per the provisions of University
Gralts Commission (Open and Distance l,earning Programmes and Online Programmes)
Regrlations, 2O2O and its amendment, made recommendations for consideration of the
Competent Au thority /Commission.

Based on the recommendations of Interface Expcrt Committee and its approval by
Competent Authority/Commission, I am directed to issue this Order, thereby
communicating the programme wise recognition for the programmes to be offered in
Open and Distatrce Learning mode from academic yeat 2023-24, academic session
beginning February, 2024 by Vardhman Mahaveer Open University, Rajasthan as
detailed in point no. 8 below. The assessment sheet duly approved by Competent
Authority has already been communicated to the Iligher Educational Institution
through UGC-DEB portal on O3.O1.2O24.

8. Programrre-wiseRecognitionstatus

(i) Open and Distance Learning Programmes Recognized-22

(Assessment Sheet communicated to the HEI through UGC-DEB web portal on
03.oL.2O24l:-
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No.

Name of the ODL Programmes Period of Recognition

1 Bachelor of Education 2023-24, academic session
beginning from Feb, 2024 only.

Bacheior of Library & Information
Science

2023-24, academic session
beginning from Februar5r-
2024 to 2O2a-29 (upto July,
2028 only)

Bachelor of Journalism
Bachelor of Arts (Combination of 3
Subiects)

5 Master of Arts (Rajasthani)
6 Master of Arts (Salskrit)
7 Master of Arts (English)
8 Master of Arts (Psycholory)

Master of Arts (Historv)
Master of Arts (Hindi)
Master of Arts (Police Administration)

t2. Master of Arts (Political Science)
13. Master of- Arts (Economics)
74. Bachelor of Science (Combination of 3

Subiects)
15. Master of Science (Physics)
76. Master of Science (Chemistry)
17. Master of Science (Zoolory)
18.
).9.

Master of Science (Botany)
Mastcr of Science (Computer Science)
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20 Master of Science (Mathematics
)

21 Master of Commerce
22. Master of Business Administration* 2023-24, academic session

beginning Irom February-
2024 to 2027 -28 (upto Jan,
2028 only) as per the AICTE
letter no. F.No. North-
W est / 2023 -24 / l -4332 6sT 6e 4a
dated 10.O6.2022

Note: *Programmes falling under the ambit of regulatory authority i.e. MBA & MCA
prograrnmes have been recognized on the basis of communication/recommendations received
from respective Regulatory Authority. The HEI shall strictly abide by the conditions such as
nomenclature, valid academic year, period of recognition etc. mentioned in the relevant
Regulatory Authority document.

S.No. Name of the ODL Programmes sl for refusal
I Bachelor of Commerce

Inadequate faculty as per UGC
(Open and Distalce Learning
Programmes and Oniine
Programmes) Regulations, 202O.

2 Bachelor of Business Adin inistration
Bachelor of Social Work
Bachelor of Com uter Applications

5 Master of Social Work
6 Master of Librar5z & Information

Sciences
7 Master of Journalism

Master of Arts (Mathematics)
9 Master of Arts (Geography)
10. Master of Arts (Public Administration)
11. Master of Arts (Educalion )

t2. Master of Arts (Sociologr)
13 Mqster of Computer Application
l4 Master of Science (Geography)

For tl e prograrlmes recognised in 8(i) above, the Higher Educational Institution shall
comply with all tJ'e provisions of the University Grants Commission (Open and
Distance Learning Programmes & Online Programmes) Regulations, 202O and its
amendments, while offering the programmes in Open and Distance Learning mode.
Some specihc provisions for compliance have been mentioned in Annexure-1.

For tl:e prograrnmes not recommended for recognition as per 8(ii) above, the Higher
Educational Institution may prefer an appeal to the commission within a period of 30
days from the date of communication of Interface Meeting Sheet through UGC-DEB
portal as per the provision at sub-regulation (1) of Regulations 6 of part-Il of the
University Grants Comrnission (Open arrd Distance learning programmes & Online
Programmes) Regulations, 2020. However, the appeal submitted by the HEI has been
processed as per University Grants Commission (Open ald Distalce Learning
Programmes & Online Programmes) Regulations, 2O2O and accordingly, assessment
sheet has been communicated to the HEI through UGC-DEB web portal on
27.O2.2O24. The detailed commission order regarding the appeal submitted by
the HEI will be communicated subsequently.
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11. As stipulated under Sub-Regulation 7 of Regulations 5 of the University Grants
Commission (Open and Distance Learning Programmes and Online Programmes)
Regulations, 2O2O:

"No Higher Educational Institution shall offer ong Open and Distance l-earning
Programme and/ or Online Programme and admit learners thereto unless it has been
granted recognition bg the Commission and admission shall not be made in onticipation
of the recognition".

1

t2. In the event of any Higher Educational Institution found offering programmes in Open
and Distance karning mode and/or Online mode without recognition of the
Commission or in violation to any of the provisions of these regulations and guidelines
or orders made there under, the Commission may take actions as per Regrlations 7
of Part -II of University Grants Commission (Open and Distalce Learning Programmes
and Online Programmes) Regulations, 2O2O atd, its amendments.

Yours faithfully,

(Neeth ulaseedhatan)
Deputg Secretary

Encl. As above

Copy to:

The Secretary Higher Education, Government of Rajasthan, Department of Coliege
Education, Block-IV, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan Shiksha Sarkul, Jawahar La1 Nehru Ma;g,
Jaipur-3o2 025 (Rajasthan) with a request to ensure that HEI adheres to all the provisions
of the UGC (Open and Distance Learning Programmes and Online Programmes)
Regulations, 2O2O and, its amendments.

2. The Joint Secretary (Open & Distance/Online Learning), Ministry of Education, Govt. of
India, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi - I 10 001.

3. The Member Secretary, AICTE, Nelson Mandela Marg, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-l10 O7O.

4. The Member Secretary, National Council for Teacher Education, G-7, Sector- 1O, Dwarka,
New Delhi-l 10 O75.

5. The Vice-Chancellor, Vardhman Ma-haveer Open Universit5r, Rawatbhata Road, Kota
-324 O2l Rajasthan.

6. The Joint Secretary, State University Bureau, UGC, Bahadur Shah ZaJar Marg, New Delhi

(Neera Chopral
Under Secretary
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Annexure- 1
Specifi c Provisions for Com nce

1) The Higher Educational Institution sha1l comply to all the terms and conditions mentionedin the Afhdavit dated 27th october,2023 dttly notarized a,d sigred by Mr. K.K. Goyal,
Registrar and Prof. Kailash Sadani, Vice chancellor submitted toihe commission.

2) HEI shaJl abide by the academic ca-lendar as notihed by the Commission and upload
Student data on UGC DEB web portal within stipulated time.

3) Intale capacity of science based programme under Open arrd Distance trarning mode will
be as follows: -

' For Dua-1 Mode University: Intal<e shall not be more than three times of the approved
intake in conventional mode.

' For open University: r,earner enrolment sharl be commensurate with the capacitv of the
learner Support centres to provide lab facilities to the admitted learners.

4) The HEI shall scrupulously abide by all the terms arrd conditions regarding faculty and
staff requirements for offering ODL/Online programmes as mentioned in Annexure-IV of
University Grants commission (open a,d Distance l,earning programmes and online
Programmes) Regulations, 2O2O. HEI shall ensure that t]le faculty members shown for each
progranme are on Tull time dedicated basis' and no faculty member of LSC/other
institution is shown as faculty of the HEI.

5) The total deplolT nent ofwork force and other support at study or l,earner Support Centres
in open and Distance I-earning mode shar be as mentioned in Regulations.

6) The HEI shall also adhere to the policy of Territorial Jurisdiction as specifred in Annexure-
III of UGC (ODL Programmes and Online programmes) Regulations, 2O20.

7) HEI sha-ll establish "Examination centre(s)" strictly as per Annexure-rl of uGC (oDL
Programmes and online programmes) Reg,rations, 2o2o and, conduct proctored
examination as under:
r For oDL Programmes: Examination through pen-paper or online or computer based

testing within Territoria-l Jurisdiction, in the examination centre as per condition laid
down in Regulations.

e For online Programmes: Examinations either using computer based test or pen and
paper test in a proctored environrnent in desigrrated test centre with all the securitSz
a-rrangements ensuring transparency and credibility of the exarninations. It can a_lso
conduct online examination through technologr mediated proctoring.

8) Programmes under the purview ofregulatory authorities have been considered on the basis
of NOC/ approval/ recommendation received from the respective regulatory authority. The
HEI shall abide by the conditions such as the number of seats, valid academic year, etc.
mentioned in the relevalt regulatory authority letter.

9) HEI offering programmes in open and Distarce Learning mode shall ensure that a Learner
support centre is estabrished as per Regulations and furfrls folrowing conditions:-o Learner Support Centre defined under these regulations shall not be tf.e Learner

Support Centre for more than two Higher Educational Institutions at a time to offer
prograrnmes in ODL mode.

o Private University established under the State Act shal1 be eligible to offer programmes
under open and Distance Learning mode through its Head euarters; not through any
l,earner Support Centre.

o Learner support centre w l not be set up under a franchisee agreement in any manner.
10)HEI offering programme in oDL mode sha-[ prepare self Learning Material as per

Annexure-vr a,d Annexure-wl of uGC (oDL programmes and ontne programmes)
Regulations, 2O2O tak)ng into consideration the following:
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. At least 60 percent of Self Learning Materials shall be developed try the in-house faculty
of the HEI

o Remaining percent of the materials can be sourced from available resources such as

other HEIs, Open Educational Resources (OER) and SWAYAM.

11) HEI shall adhere to tlle weightage for different components of assessments for Open and
Distance Learning mode and Online mode as under:

. Continuous or formative assessment (in semester): Maximum 30 per cent.
o Summative assessment (end semester examination or term end examination): Minirnum

70 per cent.
12)HEI sha1l make mandatory disclosure(s) on its website as per Regulation 9 of UGC (ODL

Programmes and Online Programmes) Regulations, 2020.
13)HEI shall establish Students Grievances Redressal Committee (SGRC) and the appoint

Ombudsperson(s) at the Institute or University level as per University Gralts
Commission (Redressal of Grievalces of Students) Regulations, 2023 atd as amended
from time to time.

14)HEI shall estabiish Centre for Internal Quality Assuralce (CIQA) as per Annexure-I of
UGC (ODL Programmes and Online Programmes) Regu.lations, 2O2O for offering
progr€rmmes in Open ald Distance Learning mode and/or Online mode. HEI shall also
submit annua-l report of CIQA within stipulated tirne period.

15)HEI shall ensure that the delivery of Self Learning Material to learners for ODL
programmes is as defined in Annexure-Vl and Annexure-Vll of UGC (ODL Programmes
and Online Programmes) Regulations, 2O2O.

16)HEI shall mandatorily mention the foliowing on the backside of each of the
degtees/ certifrcates and mark sheets issued by the Higher Educational Institution to the
learners (for each semester certificate and at the end of the programme); as per

Regulations 16 of UGC (ODL Prograrnmes and Online Programmes) Regulations, 2O2O:

. Mode of delivery;

. Date of admission;

. Date of completion;

. Name and address of all Learner Support Centres (only for Open and Distance
karning);

. Name and address of all Examination Centres.

(Neeth ulaseedharan)
DeputA Secretary
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